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with him in Glory. 1 
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Chris+ who is our 


J HE" Conſideration of Publick Calamities and Judgments is 
never out of Seaſon. © As the Loſs of Eminent and Publick 
Perſons influencing the Aﬀairs of Kingdoms, and ſerving 
Wah their Country in a free and generous manner, is none of the 
| Jeaft, ſo.it deſerveth a more particular Refleftion, whenever it befalsa 
Nation. Things of this Nature are not to be looked upon as meer Ca- 
ſualties; but to be traced to the very firſt and moving Principle, even 


aq er God himſelf, without whom there is no Evil in a City, Amos 


3. 6. The negle& of this Conſideration is what God himſelf complains 

of, 1/a. 57. 1. The Righteous periſheth, and no Man layeth it to heart: And 
merciful Men are taken away, none chnſidering that the Righteous is taken - 
way from the Evil to come. Providence is like a Wheel; and the whole 
train of humane Affairs like a long Thread wound up by a Sovereign 


* 


Eye being too ſoon dazled by the glorious Giphy of Divine Provi- 


| dence, or too weak to look into the bottom thereo we are apt to think 
” At paſſes through numberleſs Turnings and Windings; when, if rightly 
cConſidered, it goeth on all along in a moſt regular and compoſed way. 
Os Hence it will be very neceſſary, That in great Revalutions, Changes 
and Occurrences, we learn to look through the outward Court into the 
Sanctuary it ſelf, and through all the Clouds gathered about us, into 
the more ſerene and compoſed Regions of the Deſigns of an over- ruling 
Providence. This was David's Practice, when he knew not how to get 
> - out of the many intricate Affairs he was under; the Eye of his Ree, 
-- fon being too ſhort-ſighted, and the Diſpenſations of Providence 
too deep. And ſo it is: The natural Man tires himſelf with a world 
of painful Concluſions and Inferences at ſome great and uncommon 
Change: But not being able to come to the bottom thereof, he ſpends 
Himſelf in fruitleſs and uneaſie Speculations; and after a long and te- 
| dious Turmoil, he falls back into his own dark Centre, having in- 
 _ creaſed t he Grief and Anguiſh his Soul before labour'd under. The 


4 . reaſon is: the power of refering being ſer a-work, he makes many 
. far-fetched Inferenees, which render the Affliction more acute, and 
the Impreſhon both of the preſent and future Evil more laſting upon 
hi is the method of humahe Reaſon, which any one may eaſily. 

- perceve is attended with a multiplicity of anxious Thoughts and Ap- 
Prehenſions. But a true Chriſtian harh a far better Serrer of judging of 
publick Calamities. He doth not pretend to diſpute about the abſtruſe 

: - workings of Providence. 'He penetrates into the hidden receſſes of the 

+ * Wiſdom of God, and makes many a noble diſcovery, which the natural 
Mlan is an utter ſtranger to. All this he doth by the ſingleneſs of the 

Eye of Faith, which directs him to Wok beyond the Clouds of Affliction, 

and to repoſe his Soul in the Love, Mercy, and Almighty Power of God. 

with this Conſideration, it he. 
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 Solemnity of this gas Day, appointed for our mutual C 
t 
'* NESS, PRINCE GEORGE of DENMARK, Oc. The Prophet bids ws 
taken away. For Righteous Men who ſtand in the gap, and make up. 


the Practice of true RELIGION and Piery, being alone able to ſup- 
port us under the moſt preſſing load bf Humane Miſery, IU endea- 
© vour, in the opening of my Text, to enlarge ſomewhat more upon the 


theLife of Sin, of Holineſs ; the former of which is continually de- 


this Myſterious Life and Death by divers Expreſſions, all tending to 


the Spirit, and the Spirit againſt the Fleſh, Gal. 5. 17. In another 
Place the Apoſtle chargeth us to put off the Old Man, and to put on 


% Coloſſians, lays, Ye are dead, he doth not tell us, unto what, but leaves 


de reſtored to its firſt Power and Energy. 


removed from it. And again, what People generally admire as 4 


any way mingles with it. Thus, if . loſe all that we have in bis 
. . 
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Edification,-afrer the much lamented Death of his ROYAL HIGH- 


to conſider and lay to Heart, when Righteous and merci Men be 


the hedge, being removed and taken from us; we have too much rea- 
ſon to fear, that the Judgments of God will ſoon overtake us. Now 


LIFE of a CHRISTIAN, under the four following F articulars: 


I. The Preparation to a Chriſtiam Life. 4 
II. The Nature and Properties of a Chriſtian Life. 
III. TheSpring and Chief Cauſe thereof; And, 
IV. Its End. 8 | 1 


Firſt Then, TIl endeavour to explain the Preparation or Preparatorx 
work towards a true Chriſtian Life. The Text ſays: Ye are Deaf. 

Death is the Firſt Step towards Life. This may ſeem a Paradox to 
ſuch as are unacquainted with that twofold Life of a Chriſtian; wiz. . 


clining, and the other daily more and more reviving and gather= 
ing ſtrength by the decay of the former. The Scripture explains 


the ſame Purpoſe. One time tis ſaid, that the Heſb luſteth again 


the new Man, Eph. 4. 22, 24. Thus we find Words ſcattered here 
and there x wes che whole Body of Scripture, ſetting out theſe 

two Springs of Life, moving within, and manifeſting themſelves 

by their Fruits and Emanations without. Thus Sin and- Grace, - 
Adam and Chriſt, Darkneſs and Light; the natural Man and the ſpi- 
ritual Man, and a great many more Terms grounded in Scripture," 
clear up unto us the Genius, Nature, Diſpoſition, Movings and Work- 

ings of both of theſe Lives. I think tis plain enough, without enlarg- 
Fg upon it, which of theſe ought to die, and which ought to live im 
a Chriſtian. Tis true, when the Apoſtle, in his Application to the 


this to our own further Enquiry, giving in other Places a faller Accoung . 
of this preparatory Work to a Chriſtian Life. We may truly ſay, that a 
Chriſtian muſt 'paſs through many Deaths, before the Life of Grace 


I'll mention for the preſent a :wofo/4\Death, he muſt undergo. for tho 
Recovery of his ſpiritual Life. In the firſt place, he muſt die umo Sin. 
according to Rom. 6. 2: How ſhall we, that are dead to Sin, live any longer 
therein? Sim is the moſt deſtruQtive Evilof the Life of Grace. Where« _ ml 
ever · it gets the upper Hand, it layeth waſteall that is good in the Soul Wn 
Sin being the Head and the Spring of all other Evils, nay, the only. © nel 
Evil, we muſt needs die unto, if ever we deſire to live unto God. 
ye be dead unto Sin, ye are dead to all that is Evil. For-whar we 
commonly look upon as the greateſt Evil, is no Evil at all, if Sin be 


Compoſition of all Manner of Happineſs, is no Happineſs at all, if Sing: 
| World, Ki 
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| World, *tis no Loſs; if we keep from Sin. And if we ſhould gain the 

-\ Yhele World; i would” be no Gain, if Sin accompanies it. And to 

; form up all in a Word: Is not Death generally looked upon as the Ter- 

cr of all Terors? And truly it is ſo, Bur the Reaſon is plain. Sin | 
armeth Death with its Sting; nay, the Sting of Death is Sin, I Cor. 17. 
56, Take away the Sting, and you take away the Terror. Now Death * 
puts on quite another Face. "Tis now a Sleep, a happy Paſſage out f 
this Priſon of the Body, into perfect Freedom; out of an earthly Houſe | 
wherein the better Part groans, to a Building of God, an Houſe not mie 
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1 with Hands, eternal iu the Heavens, Cor. 5. 1, 2. Tis in vain, to muſter 4 
F vp a long Trainof Arguments againſt the Fear of Death, or to write | 
f Whole Volumes againſt the Terrors thereof: If you. don't -die unto Sin, | 
i veu I:fe your Labour in indeavouring to argue your ſelves out of the ſ! 
. Tears of Death. Pear and Anguiſh will ſoon return upon you, and I} 
perhaps give double Strokes, toconvince you, that ir is not Philoſophy, | 
4 


not a morral honeſt Life, but the glad Tidings of the great Redemp- 
tion, wreught by Chriſt, and a living, operative, and effectual Faith 
| in him, that delivers the Soutfrom this Bondage. Not Reaſon; but 
8 FAITH is the Vifary that overcometh the World, (x John's: 4.) and all the 
terrifying Powers cf Darkneſs, and even Death it ſelft. 
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4 Another Death a Chriſtian is to paſs through, is the Death anto the | 
Tow, Lis faid, thc Sting of Death is Sin, and the Strength of inis the Law. 
Sin can't be weakened, whilſt it gathers Strength from the Law. Nor ö 
] can you take away the Sting of Death, except you be removetl from | 
| the ruling Power of the Law. This affords us an Occaſion, to ifiſiſt 


fomewhat longer upon the, twofold State of a Chriſtian ; one being the 
State nder the Lam, and the other ider the Goſpel. A Confideration 
both uſeful and neceſſary for a fuller Diſcovery of the inward State of 
one's Soul. and ofthe Works derived from thence. As ſoon as theL AW | 
exerts its Power in awakening à Sinner, it gives him a profound in- | 
fight into the more interiour Deprh” of tis depraved State. It doth 
not cheifly maniteft the ourward Spots adhering to one'sLife and Con- 
verſation, but the inward Sced, the Spring and vitiated A295 Fog from 
whenee all Manner cf Enormities and Deviations do proceed. Even 
the whole Deſign of Redemption, to which the Law prepares the Mind, 
is not fo much to rectiſie our obs, as our Natures; not to model the 
Fruit of the Tree, as to put a new Life into the Tree it ſelf” In a 
Word: the Productive and moviug principle of our Actions is to be chang- 
ed, cleanfed and purified. Firſt make the Tree good, and then its 
Fruft ſhall be good too. And our Lord in his Anſwer to the inquiſi- 
tive N codemur, did not ſpeak cf performing a great many fine Acti- 
ons, which were ſcemingly good enough already; but with a double 
Aſſeveration tolls him, that he muſt be born gain, if he-would fee (and 
act in) thekngd m of Ga. Now thefirftWork of theDiſpenſation of the 
Law is, to give thescul a Senſe, notof the/depraved Works, but of the 
depraved Nature. And this is the Reaſon, that the Law is called ſpir/taal, 
Rom. 7. 14. ſince irdifcovers the hidden Spring of Corruption, and 
requires the cleanfing of the more interiour Faculties of the Mind. | 
The cul being thoroughly ſtruck with a lively Senſe of herlapſed Con- 
dition, is not out of Danger yet. She comes ro know her Difemper, 
hut deth not ſcewhence to fetch Mint for her Cure. For though the 
GCofteÞ be revealed in the Letter of Scripture, tis entirely a Myſte- 
to a Scul, wrant vp in her natural Darkneſs, and blinded by the 
Mie of to many Paſſions raiſed by the Workings of the Law. Tis 
| 7 . I true, 
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true, theft is. an unexhauſted Stock in the Treaſury of the Goſpel, t 

enrich poor Sinners; and Balm enough in Gilead, to heal all our Sores; 

but if a due and regular Application be wanting, neither of em will 
make us happy. Here, the Soul is toſſed to and fro, and doth not know; 
what Meaſures to take in ſo critical a Juncture of Time. Nature, un- 

| willing to feel any longer the ſharp and grating Impreſſions of the Law; 

- doth what ſhe can, to ſhake off this uneaſie Y oke, and- to regain her wont 
ed Liberty, But the Father, whoſe Work this is endeavours ro mw 
„ to the Son, (John 6. 44 to he quickened by him. Adam gives 
an Inſtance of theſe inward Tranſactions ſoon after the Fall. No ſooner 

| | heard he the Voice of the Lord, but he hid himſelf among the Trees. He 


1 
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felt, that God was a conſuming Fire, and ſo endeavoured to eſcape from 
him, not knowing, that all his Steps were Steps to a greater Deſtructiin 
| - This is ſtill the 'Temper, or rather the Diſtemper of the fallen Soul. 
'' The Lord calls by the Voice of the. Law: But the Souls 
[ ſhrinks; back thereat. The Reaſon is, becauſe ſhe: begins to be ſenſible 
| beth of her Maladies, and of the Cure ſhe muſt paſs through. There 
is ſuch a Complication of Eyils infecting the very Vitals, that the Soul -_ * 
| is at a ſtand, not knowing, whether to go on and to ſubmit᷑ to a Cure, 
ſo troubleſome to Nature; or whether to ſtep back and to patch up the 
Wounds, as well as ſhe can, with ſome beggerly Rags of Self-Righteouf- 


| neſs and ſhining Ceremonies. Now ſhe tries one way, now another, 1 
N Now ſhe takes Recourſe to all her former Works, and looking upon 
them with the magnifying and multiplying Glaſs of Self-Love, endea- 

vours to pacifie thereby the Roarings of an awakened Conſcience. But - 


the Law ſtepping in, and preſſing hard upon her, tells her, thatall Works 
| done by the Spirit of Bondage and a flaviſh Fear, are of no Account be- 
| fore God; the Fountain being corrupted from whence they were deriv'd. i 
Thus falls to the ground one ofthe greateſt ſupports, the Soul thouguit 
| to reſt in; and the Phyſick, inſtead of giving eaſe, exaſperares the A 
| Wound, which it was to bind up. Now honeſt RE AON comes in and 
| offers to argue the Soul into a Compoſedneſs, and to calm and cure the, 
many. ulcerous Paſſions ſhe labours under. And indeed {he having kept | 
a wonderfulattivity, even after the Fall, winds herſelf now and then in- * 
to the Mind, with ſo ſpecious promiſes of Life, that ' tis a wonder to 
fee, how eagerly the Soul takes in the Remedy preſcribed by Her. 
Reaſon hath ſo many Turnings and Windings, ſuch a Plauſibleneſs in 
arguing, that before a Man isacquainted with her ſiniſter Practices, he ' 
thinks truly, ſhe will perform the Cure, and calm the uproar of tir F 
diſtempered Paſſions. But the Glory and Brightneſs of the Law, dart- 
1 ing into the Mind, ſoon convinces the Soul, that from Sole of the Foot 
| even unto the Head, (from the SenſitiveLife plunged into earthiy Pleaſures, 
to the Natural Life, adorned with all the fine Flouriſkes of Wat and 
Reaſon). There it no Soundneſs in it; but Wounds, and Brus ſer, aud bjꝛů] Fine 
| Sores; not cleſcd, neither bound up, neither mollifyed with Oiutment, Ia." x. 6. 
The Soul hearing this hard Sentence pals'4 upon corrupted Mature, 
by Divine Writ, nay, feeling the Truth of it within Her own Breaft, 
begins to queſtion the fair Promiſes of Reaſon. | 15 
'or what cauſe is there, that Reaſon ſhould plead a Privilege and 
Exemption from that univerſal F,undation cf Evil. broke i ater the 
Fall upon all the Faculties of theSqul, and deſtroying the wholelinage 
of God thereof? Is, it poſſible, that one Corruption ſhould fweep away 
\ 4d <4 2 BY 
another, and one dirty Hand waſh the other clean? Tis trug, there ale 
left ſome, xuipous pieces and weak Impreſſions in the inmoſt Center o 
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tag Soul, called by the Apoſtle Conſcience: But fide are only 19125, 
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.. Power all will go well, Tueſt are the ſearching Trials the Soul is put bo before  _ 
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ſo for from being able to help it (elf, that it is held and blocked up by Unrigh- 
teduſneſs, (Row. 1. 18.) and if not ſupported by a higher Power to make its way 
through all thoſe fierce Obſtacles that ſurround it, it will be kept a conſtant Pri- 


_ Abner, tho? at laſt it may prove a mercileſs Formentor of the Soul, whoſe con- 
ſtant Monitor it was to mind the Hour of Viſitation, and to lay hold on the 
tender of Grace in time. 1 


The Soul conſidering this under the Brightneſs of the Law, (for the Law 
hath as well a Brightneſs, as the Goſpel; but it is a terrible one, 2 Cor. 3. 13. 
ſeeth indeed her eminent Pedigree, but likewiſe the ſhameful Loſs thereof, 
which can't be repaired but by a high Hand. For tho' her Faculties have kept 


| ſomething of her primitive Activity, yet being under the Bondage of Sin, they 


are like the Children of Iſrael in Egypr, who ſpent their Activity in building 
Treaſure- Cities to Pharaoh, that great Hater of God, The activity of the Mind 
is not bad in it ſelf, if it did but act in a good Soil, But ſince it is over-ſwayed 
by the Tyrannical Power of Sin, Activity, Sharpneſs and Quickneſs of Parts 
ſerves now only to make daily Additions to the Stock of original Depravity - 
laid up within, In this Condition the Soul is like unto a Horſe fall'n into the 
Mire : The more this ſtruggles and ſtamps, beats and works, the d it works 
it ſelf into the Bog, which might eaſily be help'd out on't, if it did ſuffer its Ri- 
der to come near it, and apply ſuch Means, as were proper for its Relief, Thus 
we ſee, what a dangerous Engine unſanctiſed Actiwity is, and yet bow it may 
prove very ſerviceable, if purified from Sin, and governed by a divine Principle. 
All theſe Reflections lay the Soul very low. She is hereby beaten away from 
thoſe falſe Reſts ſhe is uſed to have Recourſe to. She is toſſed up and down 
with a World of dubious Perplexitics, For if that which ſhe took for a healing 
Medicine, proves a Diſtemper, how great muſt the Diſtemper it ſelf be? And if 
the Light be Darknels, how great muſt Darkneſs it felf be ? This Work of the 
Law makes the Off ence bound 3 (Rom. 5. 20.) it puts Sin into Motion, (Rom. 7. 
5 and wakes it exceeding ſinful; (verſ. 13.) conſequently the Law worketh 
Wrath, (Rom. 4.15.) Here the Word is like 4 Hammer that breaketh the Rock 
zn Pieces, Jer, 23. 29. nay, Killeth and preacheth up Condemnation, 2 Cor. 3.6,9, 
No doubt, every one muſt look upon this as a State very wotitl, And yet is 
this Death the Way to Life, This Brokenneſs of Heart, is the only Soil that re- 
ceives the Inijuences of the quickening Grace of Chriſt. For where Sin abound;, 
there (and lo no where clie) Grace doth much more abeund, In this contrite 
Heart FESUS CHRIST, the Foundation of the whole Structure of a truly Chri- 
Nen Lic, is laid. This is the ſtrait Gate, and the narrow Way, the Soul mult 
not jubſiſt in, but paſs through to the pleaſant Goſpel- Path ſtrewed with the 


Flowersof divine Prginiſes, This is cutting and killing Work, preceeding the 


Law of the Spirit of Life. Tis the fharp Winter- Seaſon, wherein all ſeems 
«cad, cold and ſilent, but is ſucceeded by the Time of Singing (Cant. 2. 1 2.) and 
Plenty of never- fading Flowers. a . 
Happy is the Soul that proves faithful under this Diſpenſation! Though it 
he ſharp and coufone, yet ſhe ought not to be overhaſty, to remove out on t. 
For in this ſhe mutt he ripened for the ſweet Diſpenſation of :bg Goſpel, which is 
the Law of the Spirit of Lie, Rom. 8. 2, Here ſhe muſt learn to be paor in Spi- 
rit, that vt wards ſhe may grow rich in Grace. She may ſooner outwait the 
hour of God, than outran it. And tho! it ſeems, that with all her Endeavours 


and Applications ſhe toils but in the Night, without enjoying as much as the 


parkling of one Star, to ſteer her Courſe by; yet this ought not to make ber 
give over. For Chriſt will certainly appear in his time, at whole Word aud 
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he muſt expect to be intruſted with the Myſteries of the Kingdom. She mu 
ſubmit to this Diſcipline, that after wards ſhe may fight the more lawfully un- 
der the Rawner of Love. And tho theſe ways ſeem crooked to Realon, yet they” © 
are very ſtrait in the Eye of God. No Soul that is truly concerned for her 
ſpiritual Welfare, muſt offer to break-looſe before the time from To -aſeful'a- > 
Diſcipline. Nay, the Law is an Husband to the Soul, and ſhe being welded to 
him, dareth not make any Divorce from him, unleſs ſhe will be reputed an Aa- 
dultereſs, Death alone divorceth her from the Dominion of the Law. Als? 
how many a Converſion proves aburtive for want of holding ont under this pre- 
paratory Stroke! In a Word: The Law muſt die umo the Soul, and the Soul 
by the Law mult die unto the Law, that is, to the conſtraining and condemn- 
ing Power thereof; that ſhe may be married to another, and be endued by the 
Spirit of Chriſt with a free and ready Principle of Obedience, Rom. 7. 1, 2, 3< 
\ Ga'.2. 10, And from this Death to Sin and to the Law, ſprings up LIFE, whole - 
Nature ana Property is the 2d Particular to be conſidered here. | 
II. As for the Nature of this Life, tis aid in the firſt Place tis hid. It was 
a ſpiritual Death, the firſt Branch of my Text ſpoke of. Now the Apoſtle comes 
to the Life reſulting from thence, ich is no leſs ſpiricual, than the previous 
0 Death it ſelf was, Tour Life is hid. Things that are hidden and abſtruſe are ge- 
J nerally much ſearched after; but thole that are obvious to every one's Senſe are 
4 made light of by their being expoſed too much. We read, that the Man finding 
, a Treaſure hid ina Field, went and ſold all that he had and bought the Fields 
Which repreſents to us the ineſtimable worth and value of the Kingdom of God, 
and of the truly Chriſtian Life, if rightly conſidered. . The moſt facred Veſſels - 
of the old Covenant, were kept in the tabernacle, called the nolieſt of all, be- 
hind the ſecond Veil, Heb. 9. And the Ark of teſtimony is faid to be covered 
| with a Veilz and this had put on the covering of Badgers-skins, and this again 
N was ove1 ſpread with a Cloath of Blue; Num, 4. 5, 6. So that there was cove- 
ring over covering, and the Ark of God dwelled within Curtains, 2 Sam. 7. 2. 4 
And do we think, that all theſe coverings were perhaps to keep the Veſſels clean, ⁵ü 
and to have em ſecured againſt the common Injuries of Wind and Weather =_ 
The Rites and Ceremonies of the Old Law were Types and Figures to us of [ 
greater things, The ſaying of St. Paul may be writ over each of em: This 
is an allegory. The outſide made up of Skins and Coverings was expoled to 
every one's Eye; but the inſide to ſuch only as were duly qualified for a nearer . 
View thereof, This is a glorious Character of the Wiſdom of God, keeping | 
thereby her Myſteries from the Prophanation of polluted Hands and Eyes. 
The n:tural Man receiveth not the things of Cod, and he can't know em, becauſe. 
they muſt be SPIRITUALLY diſcerned, 1 Cor. 2. 14. Spiritual things require a 
Jpirirual Underſtanding, But if things ſpiritual be diſcerned by the natural judg- 
ment, ſuch as it is after the Fall, they then are ſtrangely miſrepreſented, and put 
on quite another Face, though not in themſelves, yet in the Underſtandings of 
thoſe, that are in ſearch after them, There is no Proportion betwixt the natu- 
ral Underſtanding receiving the Vinpreſſions of ſpiritual things, and rhe ſpiritual 
_ things themſelves. 1 | | | 
The natural Underſtanding is too narrow, and the Law of God exceeding 
broad, Pſal, 119. 96. One muit be adapted to the other, The receiving Faculty 
muſt be wonder * enlarged, widened, purified, and ſy made ſuſceptible of 
divine Impreſlioits, * 

The natural Underſtanding is ſtrangely active aud buſie, to dive into theſe 
hidden things, without che Pains of being modelled a- rew. It beats about it 
with undefatigable Activity, toils and works Day and Night, ſtudies and reaſons 
about Theological Affairs, But. ſtill it is a Myſtery to him. Tur Life is hid, and 

uly it remains hid, if not looked after with an Eye ſuited to the Extenſiveneſe 
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1 Iwers'd into the ſenlaeive; Life, had her Faculties ſo. much dulled, that the {pi- 
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= of divine Affaire. St. Paul ſpeaks of a breadth, and Tength, and depth, and bei be K* 
Eph. 3. 18. and how is it poſſible, to reach them with the ſhallow Dimenſions 


of the natural Underſtanding ? And for thisReaſon the A poſtle in the foregoing 


Verſes bowed his Knees unto the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chrift ; that be would | 


firſt grant to the Epheſians, according to the Riches of his Glory, ts be ftrengthen- 
ed with might by his Spirit in the inner Man ; that Chr 'might dwell in their 
Hearts by Faith; that they might be rooted and graunded in Love. And now! 
Why doth the Apoſtle fo earneſtly require ſuch a high ſtrain of divine Operati- 
ous ? Why will he have his Epheſcans ſo powerfully ſtrengthened 2. Why rooted 
and grounded in Love? Why will he have Chriſt dwell in their Hearts? Truly, 
for no other Reaſon, but that they might be able, (ire iE) to comprehend 
and to K NO. Firſt, he will have them feel, and then k»ow. Knowledge hath a 
Jong Train going before it, and a longer following it. There muſt be the inner 
Man; there muſt be the Indwelling of Chriſt ; there muſt be a being rooted and 


grounded in Love; and then at laſt ſprings up Knowledge, as the noble Product of 


A Soil cultivated by ſo many gracious Influences of the Spirit of God. And ſuch a 
Knowledge, reſulting from the Coherence of theſe divine Operptions, is the Be- 
ginning of the glorious Diſplay of the hidden Life, if not to others, yet to the 
Soul herſelf.” This is a lively, ſavory, experimental and affectionate Knowledge, 
And theſe are the Steps to come at it. Without this wonderful Order gradually 


- © Giſplaied in a Sou), all remains hidden, And though it may ſeem now and then 


that a Man hath a large Stock of Knowledge, yet not being inwardly digeſted, it 
lieth like a dead Weight in the Memory, and affords no ſolid Nouriſhment to the 
Soul. Tis a fort of Geographical or Hiſtorical Knowledge, enriching 'the Me- 
/ por} and other inferior Faculties with a Set of fine Notions, but never trausform. 
ing the Vill and Mind into the Image of God it ſelf, which is the only true Cha- 
racter of a divine and practical Knowledge. Luther compares the Knowledge of a 
true Chriſtian to the Windows of Salomons Temple, which are reported to have 
been broad within and nirrow without, 1 King. 6. This ſays he, is an Allegory, 
explained 1 Cor. 2. 14, 15. The ſpiritual Man knows all, and looks a great way 
about, but is himſelf not known by any. Now aas this Life it ſelf is hidden to 
the natural Man, fo likewiſe is the Manner of obtaining it a Secret, he is unac- 
quainted wich. 8 = 
A: codemus is an In lance how ignorant natural Men are in this Matter. No 
ſooner did he hear of being born again, but the natural Birth recurring to his 
Mind, he judges it to be impoſſible. But cur Lord diſcourſed of another kind of 
"Birth, which is from above ; but he being a Stranger to an higher Principle than 
whit depraved Nature affordeth, puts a carnal Conſtruction upon all the Words 
of Chri't, notwithſtending the Quickneſs of his natural Parts and great bre fer- 
ment he had in the World. So ignorant are Men, even of the moſt ſhining Parts 
zug moſt honeſt Life if it comes to the ſpinitual Part of Religion. They don't 
know rhe very Rudiments thereof. For as the natural Birth is an Entrance in- 
to the World; fo j Regeneration the very Inlet into the ſpiritualLife. And as by 
Peiag born into the World, we in Procels of time, become capable of making 
many Diſcoveries of, and Obſervations upon naturalthings; ſo by being born of 
God, we are daily more and more fitted for diſcovering the hidden things of his 
. Kingdom; growing up into him in all things which is rhe Head, even CHRIST. 
As the Life it ſclf, and the Manner of obtaining it, is hidden, ſo arelikewile 
its Effects and Operations. An Inſtance thereof is at large recorded John 4, Our 
Lord in his Application to the Woman of Samaria, moit gloriouſly ſets out the 
noble Effects of the Life of Grace, Hz calls it a living Water. He tells her, that 
whoſo drinketh of it, ſbill never thirſt, but that this Water ſhall be in him a 
' Well of Water | ſpringing up into everlaſting Life, Hut the poor Soul l being im- 


= = = : = = OT 
"oo . = > * e i 
i 4 == l 4 1 
Nel = \ b 


" Fits Royat F1Foneſs ve Free of Denmark ©" IIs 
ritual Senſe of that inſt ructive Diſcourſe was quite hid from her. Our Bleſſed | 
Saviour enlarges upon the Life and Water of Grite ; endeavonring to g 
a Senſe of it; but ſhe all along anſwered of Faceb's Well, obvious to herSenle,' 6 
and of his Children and Cattle that drank thereof, As the Ford recommended» , 
the Water of Life, ſo ſhe magnified Jacob's Well, thinking that none went bes" +. 
yond it, In fine, we ſee, that as'Nicedemus was an Example of the Weakneß and: | . 
Inſufficiency of the Rational Principle: ſo the Samaritan Woman proves an 1 
Inſtance of the Senſitive Life, and of the many Incumbrances hanging about it, 
and obſtructing its free Intercourſe with God. i eee 

Hidden is alſo the Food of this ſpiritual Liſe. The Lord ſaid to the Diſciples 
themſelves: I have Meat to eat, that ye know nat of. And they till ſuppolmgy 
that ſome Body had brought him ought to eat: he replyed : My Meat id to ao the 
Will of him that ſent me, and to finiſh his Work. So it is with a truly Chris 
ſtian Soul. The more ſhe acts by the impulſe of this Life; the more the inward | 

Life it ſelf is nouriſhed up thereby. To him that overcometh, will I give to es 
of the hidden Manna, Revel. 2. 17. This Manna is nothing elſe but a ſweet 
Compoſition of the many Goſpel-Promiſes; which, given to Beginners, is cal. 
led a Fncere Milk of the Word, recommended by the Apoſtle for this very Pur- 
poſe, that we may grow thereby, 1 Pet. 2. 2. Tis not the Lew, for this kil- 
leth; but the Goſpel that raiſes and revives the ſinking Spirits of the Soul. 
Hence the Work of a Miniſter, is rather to preach the Golpel, and to be: 
KY diſplay the Riches and attractive Beauty of the divine Promiſes, than to = 
f preach up a long Train of legal Duties, without affording any ſpiritnal Food 1 
ſor enabling the Soul for the due Performance thereof. One has the Character 
of an InftruFor, (1 Cor. 4. 15.) but the other has the Prerogative of a Father, 
who, as St. Paul tells us, firſt begets Children by the Goſpel, and then trains 
them up under the ſaving Influence of the Love of God, This evangelical Dif> 
play cleanſes the Soul more, than all the terrible Threatnings of the L ever 
can do; St. Paul himſelf making Uſe of ſo moving an Argument, 2 Cor, 7. 1. 
Having therefore theſe Promiſes, let us cleanſe our ſelves from all Filthineſs of 
Fleſh and Spirit, perfecting Holineſs in the Fear of God. 5 
Another Character of the ſpiritual Life is, that it is hid with Chriſt. You are 
dead, and yourLife is hidWITH CHRIST. That is, as theLifecfC briſt is hid from 
the Eye of the World, ſo likewiſe yonrLiſe is hid. We way either take it for tlie 
Life of Chriſt, whilſt he was converfing in this World; or for his Life, which 
he now enjoys at the right Hand ofGod:'Tis every way a hidden and myſterious 4 
Life, How hidden was his Life in the Days of his Humiliation ? How, mean aud = - 
contemptible in the Eye of the World? All which may afford Plenty of la- | 
venly Doctrine to a Soul, that wiſhes to be as he was in the World, and to 
order her Steps according to the Example left her by Chriſt, 1 Pet 2. 21. 
He lived in à State of Humiliation: Thirty Three Years and a Half How ' 
hidden were theſe Years ? not only the Days of his Childhood, but his whole 
Age up to the Thirtiech Year, were ſo hidden, that there is hardly any Norice 
taken at all, of what he then did. Only his Twe th Year is lignalized by a 
few inſtructive TranſaRions. After this, there is no more of him, but What 
| is ſaid, Znke 2. 51. He went down with his Parents, and came to Nazareth, 

1 and war ſubje unto them. So that it ſeems, the whole Interval from the 

þ Twelfth to the Thirtieth Year of his Life, was intircly ſpent- in learhing © 
Obedience; he himſelf bearing no other Character, than that of a Carpenter's 
Son; till at laſt, at the Entrance of his miniſterial Function, he was manifeſted 

wich. Power and Spirit, now to accompliſh the glorious Work hewas deſigned for. 
Thus we fee, what a Veil there was drawn over his Life, and yet having 

all along a wonderfal Treaſure within him, and going abont a Work which the 

very angels deſire ta look into Here hisDiyingNature refiping within him, was- 
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? : a | the Eye of the World. It was clonided 
3 with many Infirmities, with Thirſt and Hunger, with Toi! and Wearineſs, 
| } with various Inſults and Temptatiqns of the Devil, with Spight and Contempt 

1 

1 


n 
* e 1 
„ 3 1. 


| 4 kept under the Curtains, and hid from 


3 of the World. He came in the f fiuſul Fleſh, made himſelf of no Re. 
+ - puaration, took upon him the Form of # Servant, and wis made in the Lile- 
 ' eſs of Min, and was obedient unto Death; even the Death of the Craſs it ſelf, 
Rom. 8. 3. Phil. 2, 7, 8, Nay, if we ſhould trace the various Steps of 
IJ his Life, it would certainly appear, that his Life was more and more hid 
_ almoſt every Day, by reaſon of the manyPrejudices People took up againſt him. 
| At laſt he expired on the Croſs, his Enemies thinking his Life was now not 
only hid, but utterly ſlain and extirpated. 176 
This is a general Draught of the hidden Life of Chriſt, which our Life ought 
'  Mkewite to be conformed unto. There is a Fellowſhip of his Sufferings, and 
a Conformablenels unto his Death, There muſt be a Likeneſs betwixt the 
Head and the Members, if ever there fhall_follow Love and Union. As Chriſt 
ſuffered, ſo muſt we ſuffer with him, Phil. 3. 10. As he was crucified, ſo 
muſt we be crucified WITH him, Row, 6! 6. As he died, ſo muſt we die 
WITH him, Rom, 6. 8. and beplanted in the Likeneſs of his Death, Ver. 5. 
As he was buried, ſo muſt we buried TH him by Baptiſm into Death, Yer. | 
4. that lo at laſt the whole Body of Sin may be deſtroyed by the Power of his 
Death, and the new Man raiſed up with him, by the Power of his Reſar- 
rection. Thus we ſee, how. conſtantly the Scripture combines the Members | 
with the Head, and the Branches With the Vine, and will needs have one 
conformed to the ether, Whoſoever breaks to pieces this divine Chain, breaks 
the Chain of all the Diſpenſations appointed for the Recovery of the Soul, 
and unhinges the very Fundamentals of Salvation. But whoſoever paſſes 
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I 1 through theſe hidden Regions of the Life and Death of Chriſt will ſoon be 
A 2 acquainted with the Nature of a Chriſtian Religion, and look for its Man- 
3 ſeltation, not on this Side of the Grave, but in the World to came. 

—_ .: Another Character of a Chriſtian Life is, that it is hid in GOD, Tour Life + 
2 is hid with Chriſt IN GOD. Jewels are generally kept in the ſafeſt Places, 
_ and not put into careleſs Hands. The hidden Life, which true Believers 


ge Partzkers of, is the richeſt Jewel they can be entruſted with. It comes 
Mi from God, and yet remauus in God, For of him, and through bim, and in, 
= 1% him are all things, Rom. 11. 36. This is that noble Circulation, by the 
in Mee whereof the Divine Graces conveyed into the Soul, return conſtantly 
into the Fountahrhead, from whence they were derived. Thus is the Life 
3 of a Chriſtian kept in Ge; it can never reſt, till it return to its primitive 
_” Source and Element. The Water which Chriſt giveth, is in the Believer a 
WW Well of Water, ſpringing up into everlaſiing Life, and moving continually 


= and gragually back, like Rivulets to the dea, never reſting in any thing but 
bod bimſelf. Anitho' it hath many Emanations, diffuſſing it ſelf through 
1 the whale ſpiritual Body of Cliritt, and every Member in particular; yet 
at laſt it returns into God, and rhe Root of it is (tl hid in him. Hence 
we may compare a Chriſtian's Lif; to a fruicful Tree; for tho' his Life and 

Root be hid in God, yet it is at the ſame time wonderfully branched out 

in theſe inferiour Regions, for the mutual Enjoyment of his Fellow-Creatures. 

But here one might think, how it was poſſible, that our Life ſhould approach 

unto God; who being a conſuming Fire, and dwelling in a Light, which no 

Man can approach unto, our frail Nature would rather ſhrink back at fo 
elorious a Being, than attempt to approach it. But this will fuller be an- 
| fwered, by conſidering our Third Particular, wiz. 2 / 
III. The Vital Principle and Cauſe of the ſpiritual . Life, expreſſed in the 
following Words of the Text ; When Chrif QUR. LIFE ſball appear, Tis 
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Ne er a 
frequent in Scriptnre, that Chriſt is called LIFS, As Fon 14. 6. 1 am the © 
Way, the Truth, and the LIFE. And Chap. 11. 25. 1 am the Reſurreffion 

; pay 5 Life. Again, 1 John 5." 20. he is called the true God and eternal 

Life, In other Places he bears the ſame Title, with ſome little Alteration - 
or Addition. Thus tis ſaid John 1. 14. in him war Life, and the U 
was the Light of Men. And 1 John 5. 11. This is the Reward that Ged hath 

given to us, eternal Life; and this Life is in hit Son. John 6. 35, 48. hecalls him + 

far the Bread of Life, and /erſe 31. The li ving Bread come down from Hea- 
wen, and having ſo powerful a Virtue within it, that if any Man ear of this .' 

Bread, he ſhall live for euer. He is called the Trez of Life, Rev. 2. 7. with 

abundance of other ſignificative Expreſſions. But ler all theſe Expreſſions 

be never ſo high and majeſtick in themſclves, they will prove at laſt but dx 
and inſipid to a thirſty Soul, born down by the Weight dead of Sin andCorrup- 

tion. To talk to a Man. almoſt ſtarved, of abundance of choice Diſhes and a G 
rich Man's Table, will rather caſt him down yer lower, than give any Refreſh- ” 
ment to his broken Spirits. So it is with a Soul hungry and thirſty after ſome N 
ſpiritual Refreſnment, but quite ignorant whom to apply to for Relief. The 
Law giveth no Life, nor is it able to nouriſh it, if once given. And the Goſpel, 
as hinted before, is a Myſtery kept fecret ſince the World began. And tho 
now made manifeſt by the Scriptures, yet the. way leading thereto; being ſo 
little known, and uſed by ſo few, tis no Wonder, that many a Soul goeth 
on in a ſtarving Condition for want of Spiritual Nouriſtunent, dran from the 
true Fountain of Life. 8 | 3 
For this Reaſon we muſt confider, in the next Place, whether Chriſt, who is 

LIFE; be alſo a communicative Life, or whether he ſhuts up within himſelf 

this Spring of Water, without any vital Emanations derived from thence 2 The * 

Apoſtie ſays : Chriſt OUR LIFE, ſpeaking both of himſelf and theColoffians, whom 

he weit to. Truly, tis not enough that Chriſt is Life; but then the true Com- 

fort begins as ſoon as we lay in Truth: Chriſt is MY Life, OUR Life, This js 

the only ſaving Application, without which all the Treaſures hid in Chriſt wift 

and us in no ſtead» The Apoſtle ſhews us the way by his own Example, Gal. 
2. 10. I live, yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in ME : And the Life which 1 now line 
in the Fleſh, I live by the Faith of the Sen of Gad, who loved ME, and gave 
himſelf for ME. 'Tis remarkable, that juſt before the Apoſtle ſaid : I am cr. 
cified with Chrift,, and then enumerates the noble Privileges reſulting from 
thence, wiz. that after this Conformity Chriſt did live IN him, and did, die FOR 
him, The Life of the Apoſtle was rather the Life of Chriſt in him, than his on 
Life. He was more ſwayed, more influenced, more move./, more pewer{ullywrought 
upon by the Life of Chriſt, diffuſed : thorugh the Faculties of his Soul, chan by the 
bent of his own natural Life. And all this was tranſacted in him, by Faith, the 
applicatory Means of all cheGifts and races of God. And in this Coherence he then 
lays hold on the Merits of Chriſt too, aſſuring himſelf that Chriſt gave himſelf 
allo FOR hims Sf 
A Chriſtian mmſt paſs two Rocks in his way to Life, and take Care left, by 
an irregular Application of Chriſt, and the Redemption purchaſed by him, he 
ſuffer Shipwrack. The beſt Medicine, if careleſly applied, may kill and not cure, 

Some will hear nothing of Chriſt dying FSR them; but with a Tort of Diſdain 

reject this Doctrine, inſiſting only upon Chriſ# within. Others, with as much 

both fervency and irregularity, Preach up Chriſt as dying R us, but neglect to 
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* direct us to him as the Author of the Spiritual Life within us. Each Party preaches + 
1 him but by halves, and breaking thus aſunder the Chain of the Divine Oecono- 

; my, inſeparably linked together, make hardly any real ſtep towards the Conver- 

Ie ſion of Souls. The ſafeſt way in this grand Affair is, to have our Eye fix d upon 
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the unerring Method. of the Apoltle himleif. He joineth both together, lead- 
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'In& i to the experiment Knowledge of Chriſt within ust and dying fer us. 
Aid how Mould Chriſt live in us, if he, by dying for us, had nor firſt 
purchaſed the Gift of the Spirit of God, to cleanſe the Heart, and to make it fit 
for him to dwell in? 1 * F 5 . 70 Cod F 8 ang > SEG ada Sd 
CHRIST in this Divine Oraer being now become the LY EE of a Soul, is the 
very firſt and viral Prenciple of all really good Works. I fay of Works really 
| goed. For tho humane Reaſon, joined to the natural activity of 4 Man, may 
produce abundance of Works ſeemingly good: Yet all theſe being done up 
only in a ſhining form, and wronght by the Principle of Natural Honeſty, are 
dut dead Works, deſtitute of all intrinſick Life and worth; and to make the beſt 
of em, are but a5 many counter feited pieces of Spiritual Actions. Nay, if a 
Soul be truly united to, and engrafted into Chriſt, as a living branch into the 
vine,ſhe then ſlil acts by the principle of Faith ; andReafon, though in ſome mea, 

"fore reſtored, is but a Hand-Maid to this ſublimer principle, to diſ patch ſuch Or- 

ders as are given for the Right ſetling of Things belonging to the outward 
Court of a Chriſtian's Life. And tho' ſome flaſhes of the Divine Life may no- 
and then dart down into the Region of Reaſon, and the reſt of the more exte- 

- terior Faculties, yet all this is of no Steadineſs. Tis a flaſn which is ſoon gone; 
& the opening reſulting from thence,affordsbut a ſhady wavering Light. For the 
Light ofGraceſtrikes in upon the inferior Faculties of theSoul, wiich being fully 
purified, it contracts [omeFilth; wherefore the Repreſentations &Impreſſions the 
Mindreceives from thence, are very imperte& having toogreat an allay ofEarthly 

and Natural Principle. But if thisray of Divine Light be quite overcome by theweight 
of corrupted reaſon, it then leaves a Knowledge behind it, which is ſelfiſh, partial, 
inconſtant, over-buſy, hold, fenſual, envious, earthly. attended with Strif: and 

Bitterneſs, Pride and Contempt of others, and aMultitude of other evil Works. 
204 | Such a fed mixture of Impreſſions, very much tinctures and viciates the dif- 
—_— cerning faculty of rheMind,by the glarinę Luſtre it carries with it, Itis very buſy 
| | | avout che Underitan.ling and Fancy; impregnating them wich plenty of Spiritual 
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Notions, but leaving the Will under the Bondage of Sin and ScIf love, 
| Certainly CHRIST can never be the Life of theſe Nottoris that are conſi- 
1 Rent with ſucli a brood of Sintul Paſſions. Whatever comes from him, re turns 
5 to bim. In him wor Life, and the Life wat the Light of Men, Job. 1. 4. Firſt a 
1 Life in the Mill, and then a Lightin th: Underſtand ug. It puts the Will into a 
du muive and Obedient frame, and runs like a Divige Lein through all the 
A Tios of a Chriſtian. This is attended with the true Diſpenſation of the Goſ- 
i pe!, and this with a free and ready Spirit, Pſa.m 51. 12. with 2 delight in the 
* 'Law of God, Fſam. I. 2. with Life and Immortality, 2 Tim. 1. 10, with 
the Law of Liberty, Fam 2. 12. with Peace, Eph, 6, 1 J. with comfort, 1/az. 
1 : 61. 2. with the Love of Chriſt, that now more conſtraineth the Sou, than all 
otter Liws, 2. Cor. 5. 14. Aud thus Chriſt proves à Life to the L 
| After this it inliuuates into the Underſtanding a Divine Light. This Light is 
jeren?, calm, ſingle, uncomtramned, modeſt, impartial, large and extenſive, pure 
an chat. It purih*s all the Faculties of the Soul, and makes em ſobfervient . 
to the MAIN S OÞE of à Cyriſtian Life. Thus Ciriſt proves Lf: to the 
 Unicrſtanding. The IMAGINATION (tored with falſe and ſpperticiel Images, 
4 i; cleanſed thereby, and fitted up for receiving more ſolu] and ſnbitential Ldeas. 
2 The MEAXORY is diſcharged of thoſe victousImpreffions which have crc pt into it 
by Worldly Education, Converfation, and other irreguler Cunpms; and bein; 
54 thus emptied, there is treaſured up in it a livelyRaowledge of Chrüit. This is a 
+ . Knowledge, tor rhe excellency whercof a Man counts all Things but lols, PHI. 
23 8. and eſcapes thereby the pollutions of the World, 2 Pet. 2. 20. It is atiended 
” with a keeping of the Commandments of God, 1 Jody 3, 4. and other 
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Divine Characters. It is likewiſe filled with fuch Heavenly Notions, as 
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ſavour of the Love of God, and ate fit to afford matter for Spiritus 
courſe and Meditation. Inſtead of vain and trifling Stories; it now gg 
thers in Examples of God's Love and Providence, and of his particqulss 
Diſpenfations in the Converſion of Souls, as fo many fragrant Flowers, 
for its ſpiritual Recreation,” Thus Chriſt proves Life to the M 


Should we turn to the very outward Court, I mean the Body, and a 


ſeuſir ive Life, which there moſt viſibly appears, tis certain, that Chriſt 
muſt have aninfluence upon it too. Know yenot, that your Body is the Temple;: 


of the Holy G hoſt, which is in you, which ye have of God, and e are not your mn 
Is not thisExpoſtulation, C 5. 19. chap. 3. 17. againſt thoſe who by» 


defiling their Bodies deſtroy the Temple of God? Theſe extravagant: 
deſires and cravings of the Senſes are powerfully reſtrain d and kept in. 


* 


* 


by the Life of Chriſt; that fo by their confinement” the Mind may at 


the more free and ready in its more important Concerns. And thus 
Chriſt proves Life to the conduct of the Body, and the ſenſitive Lifeit 
is generally too much led by | e 
It would now be time to handle the Hurth Particular, ix. 


The END of a Chriſtian's Life, to put the Crown and Tepee * 
utthis IF © 


ſo noble a Building, as is rais'd by the Apoſtle in my Text. 
mention only, leaving the enlarging thereof ro your own Meditation. 
The Text expreſſes it thus: When Chrift who is our Life ſhall appear, then 


ſhall ye alſo. APPEAR WITH HIM IN GLORY. This is the bleſſed END. 


of a Chriſtian's Life. And tis remarkable, that the Apoſtle, deſcribig 
the Fall of Mankind, makes it conſtſt in a oſs of the Glory of God, (dl 10 
Rom. 3. 23. This Glory hath been regained by Chriſt, and reſtored to 
the fall'n Saul. The Glory, ſaus he in his farewel-Prayer, Joh. 17. 22. el 
thou gaveſt me (it a) I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are 
one. This Glory recovered by Chriſt, as it ſets out the whole Image of 
God, fallen to decay in Mankind by the firſt Tranſgreſſion; ſo it really 
begins here to recover its Life in a true regenerate Soul. The more the 
C!ouds of Sin are diſpelled, the brighter this Divine Glory ſhines forth 
upon our horizon, and gathers ſtrength Day by Day, till it fully ap- 
pears in the Glory of the World to ceme. But true it is, it will never ar- 
rive to its full Brightneſs, except it be begun here. The very ſame 
Life begun here, will be accompliſh'd there. The ſame which hath been 
hid here, will gloriouſly appear there; when now allthe Veils ofhumage 
Infirmities andFrailties will be removed, and the gloriousInſide expoled. 
ta every one's View. For tho' even now theDivineLife be raiſed with- 
in us, and ſuch as are born of God, are even NOW the Sons of God, 


yet it doth not. Appear here, what we ſhall be. But we know, that when be 


ſball appear, we ſhall be like him; fir we ſhall ſee him as he is, 1 Job. 3. 2. 
Alas! how deſirous is corrupted Nature to make fome Figure and 
Appearance in this World, tho' is be but a dead Figure, without 
any Life and Reality, and foon dwindling away into itsproper nothing. 
This is the deplorableStare of the depraved Soul inſtead of looking 
for a real and never-fading Good, ſhe is all taken up with ſomeFigures 
and Faſhions, Ceremonies and Appearances of things. For whatever this 


World affords, is Þut a Figure ot Reality not Reality, it ſelf. This is 


viſible enough in the whole Courſe of a Man's Life, and particularly 
if we take a Survey of his RELIGION. | 
How buſie is every body in maintain! 


ng their pecuhar Forms and 
Figures, and Rites and Modes of Religion? What vaſt and voluminous 


Books are writ upon ſo empty a Subject! and with niich 2 
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upon. Many receive the Word with Joy, and ſem to break out all on a 
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gion, and make CHRIST more known, the very vital Principle of Piety 


- and Religion. But whilſt we are ſo buſie in dreſſing up the de, 

the very Vitals die away under our Hands, and what remains of Chriſti- 

4 is but a Carcaſs deſtitute of Life and Faith, of Love and Mercy, 
Hu 


mility and Self-denial, of Meekneſs andReſignation, of Patience, 
and the whole Train of Divine Graces and Virtues, which are ſo many 
Emanations of the ſpiritualSourte, ſpringing up within aChriſtian. And 
after all, may not a Harlor fer her ſelf out in all theArray and Fineries 
of an undefiled Virgin? And may not a ſuperficial Pretender, perform 
all the external Duties of Religion, and yet be void of the Life and Pow. 
er thereof? Let us therefore, more endeavour after this LIFE andPow- 
er of Religion, which is fo much wanting among all the Parties and 
Denominations of Chriſtendom. | 
[ can't forget upon this Occaſion, an Expreſſion of His ROYAL HIGHNESS 
of bleſſed Meinory, who being once entertained with a Diſcourſe concerning the 
many Ceremonies and outward Means deſigned for the Recovery of realPiety ; 
and of thoſe few that actually improvet them to ſuch an End; thus replied : Fur 
my Part, ſaid he, I really bel; ve, that Faith there begins, where the Ceremony ena · 
eth. And truly it can't be otherwiſe! For Ceremonies and other little out- 
ward Helps, being at beſt but MEANS, tis plain, we ſhall never obtain the Eng, 
whilſt we reſt in the Means. They may begin indeed to work upon the ſenſitive 


Part, and prepare it a little For receiving in time more Spiritual Impreſſions ow | 
bis 


they are not LIFF it ſelf, nor the vital Principle cf a Chriſtian's Work. 


Character entirely belongs to FESUS CHRIST, that reſtoring Principle cf the 


Life of Grace, Tis true, that one, who is over-buſic about the ceremonious 


Part, may often make a {ajrer ſhew of Religion, than he that really poſſeſſes the 


Life and Power therecf. But this is but for a little while. There will be a Day 
wherein every thing ſhall be tried according to its true and intrinſick Value, 


and then many will find themſelves miſtaken in their Opinions about their oπñmni,, 


and other Peoples Religion. How e f.en do we cry up ſuch and ſuch a one, for 


a very good Man; for one who doth a great deal of Good ? and yet perhaps hath 


not the leaſt Tincture of this hidden Lif: within him, One time a Man is influ- 
_ enced by worldly Profit, to do ſome good Works. Another time he doth it, 


to keep up his Credit. Another time, a ſlaviſn Fear and a terrifying Impreſſian 
of approaching Judgments, forces ſome Acts ef a ſeeming Goodnels from him. 


But, alas! in all this there is no L; Chriſt i never at the Bottom. If 


there was Life, it would go on in a ſweeter, readier, and more unconſtrained | 


Motion, and ne equally in Proſperity and Adverſity. For tho' the Life of 


| Grace is branching out it ſelf into various Effects; yet it keeps a Stock within, 
whereby it is conſtantly relievecd in tine ef Want. Whereas à Man that doth 
good by the Comppiſion cf a falſe, or mecrly external Principle, is like to a 


Merchant that is ready to break. Such a one will make all the fair ſhew imagi- 
"nable, with the little he hath li ft, to maintain his Credit as long as poſſible 3 bue 


not trading on a ſure and. ſubſtantial Stock, the Deteit will appear upon the firſt 


Trial, and expoſe him the more to the Inſults of his Creditors. So it is and will 


de, with him chat offers to do good, and yet is deſticure of a good e Fa 
U - 
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= 0 the very Vitals of Chriſtianity were at ſtake, and the 
LDiſe like to expire with the Form. And yet we fee, that notwithſtand- 
© Ing all theſe Debares and Wranglings; the World remains corrupted, 
. and true Religion fares hard in the midſt of ſo many, that riſe up to- 
ſupport it. Certainly ſomerhing more is wanting. If we were but more 

'- edncern'd to revive a Primitive Spirit, than a primitive Form, it might 
prove undoubtedly a ſtep towards the Recovery of the Life of Reli- 
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are offended and fall amay, Matt. 13. 21. Luke 8. 13, Their Gaodnefs is like 3 
Torrent, running on for a while lwift-enough 3 but having no Spring to fetch a 
ſupply from, ſoon comes to nothing, and the leaſt heat will dry it up. Oa the 
other Hand, one that hath really a ſenſe of an interior Life in him, will derg» 
ther ſhy than aver- forward to have his good deeds too much expoſed to 
Eyes. For if be hath not a ſafficient ſtock of that hidden Life to keep him low 
under the Praiſes of Men, the untimely breaking out might ſoon endanger the 
State of his Soul. He is afraid of receiy ing a Reward in this World, Which he 
wiſhes to beentirely hid-and laid up in God, Hence he retires always within 
himſelf from the outward Commendations of Men, and making the Fear of 
God his Safeguard, endeavours to keep what he hath within him, free from - 
any irregular Complacency in Mens Praiſes, or other Poflutions, too apt to 
wind themſelves into the beſt contrived Works of a Chriſtian... E600 
This is a Rule, which may be uſefully obſerved, as in all Tranſactions of a 
Chriſtian's Life, ſo eſpecially in Point of Alms and Charity. Upon the whole, it 
ſeems, that the Duty of Charity is very.nearly related to the hidden Life of à 
Chriſtian, and as it were, the firſt and more —ů—— thereof, lat 
truly, our dear Prince, was no Stranger to this Precept oF our Lord. The larg- 
er his Bounty was, the ſtricter was the Charge to keep it ſecrets Once he nt a 
dum to a certain Foundation ſet up for educating Youth: in Piety and good 
Manners, and hitherto ſupported only by Prov idential Gifts and Contributions 
of well- kiſpoſed Souls. But he was wirchal under a Concern how to keep it ſe- 
cret, When 1 promiſed to convey it over with all Secrecy imaginable, and ſoon 
after aſſured him, that but Three Perſons knew of the Matter, , ſaid he, 
there is already Two too many. that hnw it, In Acts of Charity, he loved to 
move moſt flemly. Though he was quick to relieve the Diſtreſſed, yet he did 
it without Noiſe, and was content to have his Bright · ſide eclſpſed here, thatic 
might ſhine with the greater Luſtre before Him who ſees in Secret. And 
whereas ſome People love to ſeem better than they be ; he loved to be better than 
he ſeemed. He would have the Bowels of the Poor refreſhed, but the Hand of 
tixBenefaRtor kept hid. And indeed, ic]will now be for ever hid from them. The + 
more general and overflowing ſuch a Man's Charity is, the more general is alſb © . 
the Senſe of the Loſs thereof, Alas ! how. few are there now, whoſe Charity 
goes beyond the Limits of their o.] Country! Some entirely confine it to ther 
own Houſe and Relations: Others extend it no farther than to their decayed 
Friends: Some venture a Step farther, and will take in their Country too: 
Some think they.ought not to move beyond the Sphere of their o n Se& or 
Party, vainly imagining this to be the Houſbold of Faith, mentic 924 by Ste 
Paul, Gal. 6. 10. And many, very many, tis to be feared, do na Chy'ity at ally 
So that the Catholick Church, which they ſay, they believe, muſt ne s be of a 
very narrow Compals, in the Eye of ſuch nartow-ſpirited Men, Therefore I ſay, 
that the Loſs of a Perſon, whoſe Charity approached ſomewhat nearer to the 
over-flowing and extenſive Love of God, affects thoſe the more lively, who ſee: 
the deplorable Decay of uni verſal Love in theſe our unhappy Days, and the 
Want of ſuch Men, as with the Largeneſs of Soul, might endeavour to revive - 
2 Spirit of aniverſat Benignity in the Hearts of People, deadned by the abonnd- 
ing Spirit of Uabelief and Self-love, No doubt, but Souls of ſo Cathelick a Love, 
will one-ſhine the Glory of many others, ſince they are armed loint what nearer 
to the Reſemblance. of God in Ach of Charity. And if they be Perſons of the 
firſt Rank, who nevertheleſs hide their Charity from the infectious Tongues: . 
and Eyes of Flatterers, the moſt dangerous Enemies of great Men, their Works 
will follow them in their undeſiled Luſtre, which too oſten isviminifhed by 
the excoſſiye Applauſc of Men. | | 2 
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Let us therefore keep our-Right Eye conſtantiy fed, upon the peer 
tion öf this hidden 13/e, vitiencvet" the Lert, moving into the great World, **8 
engaged in thefflirs of the external Calling. For the h Lift miſt Ml keeps 

the Reios in its own Hand, to govern the otieward Life, and to feduge it toY 
moderation, Whenever it ſeems td trunſgreßs cle bounds of ſpiritua! Sobrfei, 
and to dev late from the Soundneſi of Mind, Io neceſſary for regulating a Chr 
> .  "Ntian's Life and Converſation: Happy is that Soul that convefſer much" ee 
beer ſelf; for this is a Means to leürn, how to converſe alſo With others: He 
' that is#couſtant Obſeryer of chis hidden Life, and much del within amen, 

s chen moſt fit to take an innocent Proſpect of al che more ekterteu Regie 
of. Seniſe and Reaſon, and to make chem all ſubject to the hidden Life, 2s rot 
main and leading Pronciple of a Chriſtian. © And What a Happine(s' mmiſt it bb 
hat a Comfort and Support under the moſt cutting Afffictlons, 7 if A Ehr iſtig 

bath che eye of hisFaith far ſo ci&red up, às to be able to trace che mere fd 

PFPoot - teps cf Divine Providence? There is a ſecret Spring of Comfott in this 
35 "withw. hich the Cöndren of. God are only :chnlnted. Tis laid up for them, & xe 
| FF: in the Hand God vetink the Time 6f Trial and Prö ation, and ir" the 
Hows moſt plentifulty, When ſach "Comforts as have been deived, Fon ie 
b | +Creature, beg in to fall. And O may che Affliction of "out molt: Graciou al 
| þ - QUEEN, prepare her more and more for receiving a larger Meaſure of @ niore 
1 Heavenly and Subſtantial Comfort! Which though it doth not muth Work up e 
the outward Senſes, pet it makes its way through all the fear fal Suggeſtions 688 
bodur natural Weaknels;/ and influences the Heart with-a moſt tender Senſe 2 
tte Pater al Love and Goodnels ef God towards ſuel, as entirely.rely upon hing 
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N My Belovt d. Let us allo endeavnur to gequs iat our ielves more and more; with: Jeſus U 
KF called by che apoſtle, OVR LIFE, mo but little known imthe Chriftian World na 


'S a-days, For if he be ALL in ALL, as the ſame Apoſtle, Ver, 11. tes us; truly wee: 
"EL muſt needs vem#1n but very, empty, if we do not draw from Him. And if the Fang 
hath been pleaſed to gather together u things in Chriſt, as the Head of all, Eph, t. Vir. rol 
* lie muſt needs continue (alienate? tm the Life of God, that doch net approvehing 
q ig * Chriſt, ro be gachered in; and united by Hhm to the Father, as the only Mediicor betwis 
e. Gd and Man. And if we cha chi do be cur 1s os in Pupifying. Sanckity ing 
1 ö and Cleanſing our Scals ; in being Life to Our Will, and Light* to the Under ſtending. andh 
"8 Labs to all the Fathers of the Son, wie may then fully "depend Wen Rim, tat HEY 
lll be alih our Lite in che Warte ta come. in glorifying! us, and changing even dan, 440 
© Badies, that they may. be faſhioned like tinto h glorious Body, according to the Working miu 
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| e 
e i ole auen te [ubdixe all things unte tuaifef. Let us never be aſhanyd to love and follow 


1 1 his Le, his Worts an Beegs. bor thougg ther by bat mean in the Eye of an, aſpiring 
1 Reaſon, end vid pt the ry Figurés of Hanne Wit, yet they have an innate Beuuty, an 
T + _-@ Profoundnefs hid frame the Wile and Prudent, hut revealed unto Babes. May the Conan 
1 „of Kings and Prices be filled with; the Knowledge of him, whos, 4 7FE it (elf nel 
4 their Crowns aud Scepters, adorn d with rhe eminent Futte of che i of Chriſt? May al N 
tte Pulpits ting of it, and the Idof of a, dead Mqr tit at laft fall down ! May this IA 
| gf chriſt be more tead in all pur Devotionit*Bobke, and Woven into all "Our. Frayers 1 
© Thenk{pivings! May it be taught in Schuals, and inſtilled into che Vouth in theit women 
it 1 tender Yeore ! bay, all Houſes and Familiks be perfumed with g Divine Fragrancy o 
1 1 ys. Saving Knowledpe of Clift 1 Truly, there Wil be. Day. when he, whom. too Many NOW 
1 ” diſdain to follow, will have Eyes 4 4 Flame 74 Fire, and 4 Mouth armed with G tito edped 


; 
. i © Sword, end a" Countenunce ds the Sun ſhining in his Strength, Revell. 1. 14,6, to ſearch 
# | dere by che Spirits of Men, and ra: give every one according to his Works. Then the 
tall be confeſſed by him, tha; have: cohfeſſed him here; and thoſe that hape build 


. 1 upon this Foundation, Geld, Silver, Precim Stones, mall receiye their Re ward according t# 

1 11. 3 N 4 * | - : , * | ** 9 by 93 1 
3 their Work. | NO | G +» Ls 
CCH 
yt Vu to he Father,” San, and the Hl r all Honour, Praiſe and. "Glory, bath d « 
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